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Kisatchie National
Forest is extremely
excited about the
upcoming Heritage
Day. The people
and the land
connection is an
integral part of
Forest Service
history. The
Heritage Day will
bring the people
back to the land.
We will make new
friends, renew old
friendships and
reunite relatives.
This provides a
chance for the
Army and Forest
Service to work
with the University
System and the
people to recapture
our heritage for
future generations.
We believe the
Heritage Day to be
a great beginning in
our efforts to
capture the
wonderful history
of this portion of
Vernon Parish.

Submitted by:
Jim Caldwell, USFS

The late 30s and the 1940s
marked a turning point for the United
States and especially Vernon Parish
in West Central Louisiana. America
was just coming out of “The Great
Depression.” People were moving
across the nation trying to find homes
and jobs and families.

The war in Europe was
threatening to boil over to the U.S.
and the rest of the Western
hemisphere. America’s military
forces were still depleted from World
War I but the U.S. had to prepare for
the carnage that was soon to come.

The nation looked to
Louisiana for training grounds and
the space to maneuver hundreds of
thousands of new recruits and veteran
Soldiers . The “Great Louisiana
Maneuvers” were just part of what
residents of Vernon, Sabine and
Natchitoches parishes were asked and
in some instances told they would
endure for the good of the nation.

The maneuvers moved from
tents and bivouac sites to concrete
streets and sidewalks and permanent
barracks and structures. It was
decided that thousands of acres

PLANNING AGENDA
9:00 ........................ Opening Ceremony Main Post Chapel (MPC)
9:30-11:00............... Family and Educational Booth displays
11:15-11:45............. Dedication of Memorial Warrior Park
12:00-1:00............... Lunch (on your own) Fall Fest
1:30-4:30................. Cemetery Tours

of Louisiana would be turned into
Camp Polk and Soldiers would train
here to fight the Axis Powers of
Europe and Japan.

But there were families living
on those lands, tilling farms that had
been in their possession for decades.
These hard-working pioneers and
their descendants homesteaded the
land, building homes for themselves
and legacies for the generations to
come. . But now they were told they
had to vacate the land. Some were
paid for that land but others were
taken from their homes for the good
of the nation.

Those that gave up their land–
whether they were paid for it or not--
deserve recognition for what they did
for this country. They gave up a way
of life so the “American way” of life”
could continue to prosper and grow.

That’s why Fort Polk is
hosting its first Heritage Day at 9
a.m. Nov. 3 at the Main Post Chapel
on Louisiana Avenue. Heritage
families and their descendents will
participate in the unveiling of two
monuments, oral histories and photo
archive activities. They will also have
the opportunity to visit family
cemeteries and some old homesteads.

The event is open to the
public. Bring a picnic lunch; join the
festivities with friends, and relatives.
For more information contact Doc
Moulton at the Fort Polk Public
Affairs Office 337-531-6134.
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HERITAGE DAY 2007

The Family Viewpoint: Occasionally something family oriented, significant, and exciting
comes our way. The Heritage Program now being assembled by a committee of sincere,
dedicated people under the leadership and support of the military at Fort Polk is one of these not
so common happenings. Our West Central Louisiana area has essentially missed being recorded
in history books except in very general terms, yet has had a significant impact on people
migrations, nation building, politics, national and state economies, and since the late 1930s, a
worldwide military influence through Fort Polk training soldiers to protect us and our nation.

Whatever your interests; local history, family traditions, past lifestyles, personal heritage
or cemetery access, this program is for you and your family. We have a unique opportunity,
provided by Fort Polk, to finally accumulate the information necessary to record, organize, and
write meaningful literature recognizing the importance of contributions by this area to begin to
rectify a deficiency in written history.

The news gets better. As part of this effort, literally thousands of people will be given
opportunity to deposit their family information in a permanent archive to be available to present
and future generations. Each of you who contribute becomes a partner in writing history and
indelibly preserving your family’s influence in creating that history. As the world gets more
complicated and families tend to become more dispersed the significance of this program, in
keeping family ties and heritage together, will become evermore important.

If you are interested in something very pro-family—join us. See you at Heritage Day,
November 03, 2007.

Submitted by: M. M. (Skip) Cryer Heritage Collection Up-date

The Main Post Chapel is being made available to family members that wish to create a
display in honor of their Heritage Family on November 3rd. The display can be pictures, family
histories, memorabilia, etc, - things that best showcase YOUR Heritage Family. Due to the
expected volume of participants, displays will be limited to approximately the size of a small
table (5 feet). Additional information and guidance will be provided to you in subsequent
newsletters and correspondence.

Informal contact has been made with some Heritage Families and many have expressed
delight at having the opportunity to honor their family in such a way. If you are interested in
creating a display or have additional questions, please feel free to contact Ms. Cheryl Perkins at
(337)531-2715 during the hours of 8:00AM to 4:30 PM or e-mail her at
Cheryl.Perkins@us.army.mil.

Submitted by: Ms. Cheryl Perkins

Zion Hill Church
circa late 1930's



As time passes; we see another generation of stories become lost or distorted. With that, I
would like to personally thank each and every participant of the Fort Polk Heritage Day
Workshop for their continued contributions to our successes. The Fort Polk Heritage Day
Planning Committee is making wonderful progress in reaching the goals set by the workshop
break-out session team efforts.

It is a great pleasure to witness the union of three fine agencies in partnership to capture the
local history; which is a significant part of our Nation’s historical events. The joining of three
entities (Joint Readiness Training Center(JRTC) and Fort Polk, United States Forest
Service(USFS), & Northwestern State University (NSU)) to document the time frame 1820 to
1941 causes reflection on three separate time periods of our country. Chronologically; 1941
World War II/into life during the Great Depression, and beyond Bonnie and Clyde, to the
Western Expansion and the settlement of west-central Louisiana and east Texas; with the third
and older time period covering the end of the Neutral Strip/No Man’s Land and Native American
Indian migration during European expansion. All generational stories exist in the Fort Polk area.
The later is muddled; with archaeological evidence and second to third hand stories from the
people of local descent. The documentation of this time in history describes three Master’s
projects and possibly a Doctorate in Heritage Resources.

As requested from the Heritage Day Workshop Team for Cultural Resources, the Fort Polk
Heritage Day Planning Committee is making progress in collecting oral histories and hope that
our workshop participants will continue to contribute to the efforts of documenting the stories of
Fort Polk’s displaced families. You can help by submitting names of persons who lived on the
range that would allow us to document their stories.

As contacts are identified, the Louisiana Regional Folk Life Center at Northwestern State
University (NSU) has agreed to begin recording what life was like living on lands now known as
Fort Polk.

Ms. Ibert is concurrently researching and documenting the wagon trains that settled in west
Rapides Parish to the east of the Sabine River. If you are interested in documenting and
preserving this important and under-published history or want to share your family’s history on
the land that became Camp Polk, please contact Ms. Ellen Ibert by telephone; office 337-531-
0916 or cell 337-208-7602, to have these stories appropriately documented and preserved into the
public archives so that generations fifty or more years from now will be able to hear your words
and know your heritage.

Submitted By: Ellen Ibert; Fort Polk’s Heritage Resource Documentation
Coordinator and Secretary to the Fort Polk Heritage Day Planning Committee



Many of us have walked under the lonely live oak that stands sentinel like
on a hill, or perhaps wondered at the odd rose growing in the woods and heard the
whispers of those before us, beckoning the present to remember our past. Those
simple tokens left by the families of farmers, lumbermen, and homesteaders that
lived on Fort Polk may have faded, but many are still here to serve as cherished
memories of our past. Recent investigations at a number of the old home sites
have recovered some of those memories and added a few patches to the Heritage
quilt.

Mr. Skip Cryer and Mrs. Marie (Cryer) White recently provided historical
information on suspected home sites adjacent to the Davis cemetery in the Zion
Hills training area. Ms. Marie guided us on a romp through the longleaf pine
stands that were once the fields of George and Oda Cryer’s farm on the Whiskey
Chitto floodplain, until we were able to find a lone post oak out of place in the
middle of the pines. Ms. Marie informed us that this was the Beef Killin’ tree
where the cattle were hoisted up for slaughter. A quick search in the area revealed
an old corner post, remnants of the stock fence, and the old road bed running past
the house to the creek crossing. As Ms. Marie recounted tales of life as a young
lady growing up on Fort Polk, we drove down to the creek bottom to find the well
at the John F. Craft home place. Mr. Cryer managed to locate the old Bay
Magnolia tree that his father had climbed when the home was owned by his
grandfather William Riley Cryer, and Ms. Marie reminded us that Mr. Craft
operated a small store and filling station adjacent to his home, as evident by the old
truck tire next to the well.

The corn may have returned to pine, but as we continue to go forward with
our commitment to capturing and preserving the history of our Heritage families, it
is our hope that we can uncover more memories in the woods.

Submitted by: Danny Hudson

Whispers of Heritage in the Woods of Fort Polk

Mr. Skip Cryer at the John Craft well

Mrs. Marie (Cryer) White at the Beef Killing
Tree on the George Cryer homesite


